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High Peak Junction, Cromford Canal and Woodlands.  
 
This walk takes you down the flat and easy Cromford Canal, then 
over the High Peak Junction to see some disused railway cars and 
plenty of wildlife. Keep your eyes open for water voles, a variety of 
birds and maybe even a stegosaurus! 

Park at Cromford Wharf Pay-
and-Display Carpark - nearest 
postcode DE4 3RQ. (For a 
much shorter 1.2-mile walk, 
you can park at the High 
Peak Junction Pay-and-Display 
Carpark on Lea Road, DE4 5AE, 
and start at number 2, but at 
the time of printing, the access 
to this car park was difficult due 
to road closures.)
1    From Cromford Wharf, with 

the canal and Wheatcroft’s 
Wharf Café in front of you, 
take a left and follow the 
canal path for one mile. 

2    When you reach the wooden 
bridge, cross over the canal. 
You are now at the junction 
of the Cromford Canal and 
the High Peak Trail. Here you 
will find some picnic tables 
and the old railway cars. 
There is also an information 
centre* selling refreshments 
and public toilets (8am-5pm 
daily) here. This part of the 
canal is a great place to see 

water voles. Listen out for 
their distinctive ‘plop’ as they 
disappear into the water. You 
can also see Little Grebe 
birds, which like to dive under 
the water.   
Once you have explored this 
area, follow the path with the 
canal on your left, passing an 
old warehouse, and take the 
left turning that follows the 
canal. You will see Leawood 
Pump House in front of you. 
Carry on down the path with 
the canal still on your left.  
Cross over the wooden 
bridge with the number 6 
on it and take the woodland 
public footpath signposted 
‘Lea Bridge’.    
The path forks here. Take the 
left fork, avoiding the little 
stone bridge and the rough 
trail to your right.

3    Follow the path over the 
railway track and through 
the woods. If you are lucky 
you will get to see a train 

pass under you and receive a 
wave from the train driver!

4    Turn left, after the stone 
cottage, but just before the 
Derbyshire Wildlife Trust 
board (located on the right 
side of the path) and follow 
the narrow path between the 
two stone walls. Turn left again 
when you reach the road.   
After Lea Wood House take 
your immediate left and 
follow the ‘Public Footpath 
to High Peak Junction and 
A6’.  
This will bring you out to 
the High Peak Junction again. 
Turn right and follow the 
one-mile canal path back to 
your car.

High Peak Junction 
Information Centre
*Opens daily from February half-term 
until October half-term. But from October 
half-term until February half-term, open 
weekends and bank holidays only.
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